
An apostrophe is a punctuation mark used to indicate possession
or the omission of letters in contractions.

Teach children to use apostrophes to show possession by adding
an apostrophe and an "s" to the end of a singular noun.

Teach children to use apostrophes in contractions by replacing the
missing letters with an apostrophe.

Definition of apostrophe

Apostrophes: What are they and when to use them?



A contraction is a shortened version of two words
formed by replacing one or more letters with an
apostrophe.

 Contraction
Contraction
Examples

Contractions are commonly used in spoken and 
informal written English.

Unusual Contractions
shan’t (shall not)
won’t (will not)
I’d (I would)
I’d (I had)
o’clock (of the clock)

can't (cannot)
it's (it is)
I'm (I am)
you're (you are)
he's (he is)
she's (she is)
they're (they are)
we’ve (we have)

TOP TIPS:
Don’t confuse its and it’s
it’s = it is / it has         
its = possessive pronoun

It’s time to go to bed.
The cat wants its supper

Watch out for who’s
and whose.

These sounds the same
but are spelt
differently.



This is a helpful explanation on how to
use apostrophes to show possession. 

When a word is already plural with an s on the
end, you just need to add an apostrophe after the
s.

For example: the cats' toy. 

But if the word is plural without an s, you need to
add both an apostrophe and an s. 

For example: the children's book. 

The apostrophe is used to show 
possession, or when something belongs to 
someone or something else.

When should an
apostrophe be placed

after an s?


